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Jealousy: The Root of All Evil

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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We know that some women are into jewelry.  The Ben Ish Chai, Zt”l, Zy”a, informs us that Mrs. Korach was one such woman.  He relates that she would adorn herself with golden bracelets from the palms of her hands to the tips of her shoulders.  The women would gather around much to her pleasure and oooh and ahhh at her gorgeous ensemble.


One day, she met Tziporah, Moshe Rabbeinu’s Rebbetzin, and said to her derisively, “Look at you!  Not even one piece of jewelry.  It’s a disgrace.” 
Tziporah answered her quietly and with dignity, “I have the greatest crown.  My husband’s Torah.” Mrs. Korach just looked at her we scorn and walked away.


When Moshe Rabbeinu chiseled the second set of luchos, tablets, Hashem told him that he could keep the residue that was chiseled out.  The luchos were made from priceless solid sapphire. 


Moshe Rabbeinu took a chunk, gave it to his wife and told her to go to Oholiav in order that he fashion for her a piece of jewelry from it.


When Oholiav saw it he exclaimed, “Do you realize?  This is the most precious stone in the world today?” 


When word got around, everyone left the wife of Korach and started to go and catch a glimpse of Tziporah’s jewelry.


When Mrs. Korach learned this, she became so consumed with jealousy that she instigated her husband to go to battle with Moshe Rabbeinu. We know that this just added fuel to the fire since Korach had his own package of jealousy, feeling that he should have received the nisios, presidency, that was given to Elitzafan ben Uziel.


We all know the dreadful end of Korach: How he and his entire family were swallowed alive straight to Gehenom.  And we all know how terrible machlokes, fighting, is.  But we must realize that the root of it all was jealousy.


The Rosh writes in his Orchos Chaim, “Do not allow jealousy to creep into your heart for it is an evil sickness that has no cure.” How frightening! An incurable malignancy! I compare jealousy to asbestos: one can’t inhale it for then it can cause, G-d forbid, irreversible mesothelioma.


The Rosh is giving us strong advice. As soon as jealousy bites you, whether it’s about your friend’s summer home, his car, his job or his wife, don’t go there!  Don’t allow those thoughts to simmer because once you do there’s no cure.


We know how bad jealousy is from the very beginning of time.  The nachash, snake, was jealous of Chava, the most beautiful of all women.  And that caused death to all mankind.  Kayin was jealous of Hevel and wiped out half of man’s descendants.  Because of two sela’im worth of wool, the ksones pasim, the Crayola cloak that Yakov gave to Yosef, the jealousy which it orchestrated caused Yosef to be sold as a slave and in retribution caused the Jewish people to sold into slavery for 117 years.


 It would cause the death of the ten martyrs including the great Rabbi Akiva and the death of the ten sons of Rav Yochanan. The jealousy that Yerovom ben Navot had for the Davidic king Rechavam caused him to steer the ten tribes towards idolatry and the eventual loss of the ten tribes.


The Shelah HaKodosh writes that most hatred is rooted in jealousy and the Pele Yoetz states that if someone wants to live long, he will flee from jealousy.  It is noteworthy that the only midah, character trait that is discussed in the Ten Commandments is lo sachmod, not to covet – the trait of jealousy. This once again emphasizes how important it is to root out this ugly trait.


The Gematria of ayin rah, an evil begrudging eye that is envious of others, is 400. The gematria of yeish li kol, I have everything, Yakov’s mantra, is also 400 for that is the antidote to jealousy, knowing that Hashem gives us everything that we need.


As we say in our daily morning blessings, She’asah li kol tzarki – Hashem, make for me all that I need.” So, let’s treat jealousy like the plague and avoid it at all costs and let’s educate our children to do the same. In that merit, may Hashem bless us with long life, good health, and everything wonderful.


Please learn and daven for the refuah sheleima of Miriam Liba bas Devorah, b’soch shaar cholei Yisroel.

Reprinted from the July 2, 2017 website of Matzav.com

You Have the Strength

By Rabbi David Ashear
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A man came to his rabbi and told him that his problems were too great to bear. He was in so much debt and was constantly fighting with his wife and children. He said, "Rabbi, I don't have the strength to get through this anymore." 
The rabbi told him, "Your problem is that you decided that you don't have the strength. Hashem gives everyone a tremendous amount of strength, and you can get through it. If you work on your Emunah and realize that Hashem only does what is best, it will bring out even more strength."


We must believe in ourselves. We can handle anything Hashem sends our way. We also have to know that Hashem is helping us. The Gemara in Masechet Moed Katan says: " Every single day, a Heavenly voice proclaims that so and so is going to marry so and so, and  field x is going to be given to so and so.” 


The Gemara in the beginning of Masechet Sotah says that those two things, marriage and Parnasa are determined even before a person is born! If so, one might ask, why is it necessary for the Heavenly voice to repeat it every single day? Isn't it already determined?


Rabbi Lugasi answered this question, based on a teaching of the Baal Shem Tov. In a different context, the Baal Shem Tov asks what is the purpose of a  Heavenly voice, if we can't hear it anyway? He answered that even if we don't hear it, our souls hear it, and it awakens us. 


Based on this, perhaps we can say that in these two areas of life, money and marriage, which we struggle with on a daily basis, Hashem gives us Chizuk to remind us constantly that our situation is from Him. “The person we marry and the amount of money we make is from Heaven.” We need these constant reminders to be able to get us through all our challenges in these areas.


If a person has a good job, he is still being tested in the area of honest conduct. If someone doesn't have all the money he needs, he is being tested whether he becomes angry and depressed or accepts with happiness and Emunah that Hashem is guiding him for his best.


If someone is married, he must know that it wasn't a mistake! It wasn't because he didn't think it through. If it happened, it was from Hashem, and therefore he has to try his hardest to make it work. If a person is not married, that is also from Hashem. It's not because of what he said or she said. And it's not because the Shadchanim aren't trying hard enough.


Every person has a very specific job to do in this world. Nobody else can do his job. The lives we are given are necessary for us to fulfill our mission and the purpose of the world, in general. Everything we have and go through has been carefully planned by Hashem. If it could be any other way, it would.


Our spouses and Parnasa are from Hashem, and Hashem helps us by reminding us about this daily. We should never think that we don't have the strength to overcome our challenges. We should never run away from them. We can persevere. Hashem is with us. One day we will see that it was all for the good.

Reprinted from the July 6, 2017 email of Emuna Daily.

Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, Zt”l

By Rabbi Berel Wein




I am saddened beyond words by the passing of my beloved friend of many decades, Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz. He was a person of great and many talents: a Torah scholar, a creative entrepreneur, a gifted graphic artist, a superlative fundraiser and above all a man of great vision and daring enterprise. ArtScroll and the Mesorah Heritage Foundation were his gifts to the Jewish people and to his everlasting eternity.


We cannot imagine the Jewish world today without his enormous contributions to the study and dissemination of Torah and Jewish thought. He opened and expanded the understanding of Talmud, prayer, the Bible, Mishna, and the other treasuries of Judaism to the broad English-speaking public. His influence in Israel and the Hebrew speaking public was also of immense importance.


His uncanny ability to realize what the Jewish public needed to connect itself to the timeless treasures of Judaism created generations of stronger, more loyal and more knowledgeable Jews. It is no exaggeration to say that ArtScroll, in all of its projects and publications, is the recognized teacher of the Jewish people in our time.


He took great risks but he accomplished great things. Together with his colleague, Rabbi Nosson Scherman, he created a genre of Torah literature, which has spawned many imitators but very few equals. Others will undoubtedly give him his due, with many articles and eulogies written about him. But I want to remember him as my personal friend, as a warm and caring human being who represented, in his persona and his actions, the finest ideals of Judaism as elucidated in the publications that he authored and produced.


Rabbi Zlotowitz was a keen observer of the traits and vagaries of human behavior. He was a realist in the finest sense of the word. He never gave in to cynicism and undue disappointment in the behavior and actions of others, even with those who did not share his vision and misunderstood his purpose.


His sense of humor was apparent to all who conversed with him. He was able to see the sometimes-ludicrous nature of human interaction, even in matters of scholarship and religious outlook. He was a very normal person who often found himself in very abnormal circumstances and situations.


One left a visit with him always in good spirits with a feeling of pleasantness and accomplishment. Even when he rejected an idea or project that was proposed to him he did so with grace and kindness and even encouragement. And he was a great friend to those who wished to befriend him. He was a source of comfort and cheer in difficult times, with constant strength and encouragement offered to those who were associated with him and with ArtScroll.


He was a rare person in today’s fragmented Jewish world for he bridged many sections of it with his good humor, deep insight, and tolerant and optimistic nature. He was a very special person and as the Talmud records for us, there are only a few present in any generation.


I spoke to him barely a month ago and he was full of plans regarding an ArtScroll Shabbaton that he was planning to conduct this fall. He also spoke of books to be published and projects that were ruminating in his fertile mind. I could not imagine that I would be writing this article only a few weeks later. But such is the uncertainty of human mortality and of God's will.


The entire Jewish people recognize the void that his absence leaves us with. But those of us who cherish him in his human capacity as a friend and a mentor are certainly deeply and personally affected by his untimely passing. There was so much left to be done, so much of the future to be realized that it is hard to imagine that somehow he will not be present to create and strengthen it. Naturally, his legacy will now be carried on by others, his family, colleagues and the great Mesorah Heritage Foundation that he created and led for decades. But to a great extent, he like all other human beings, especially those of note, are irreplaceable in their uniqueness.


The Jewish world is orphaned by his passing and I am saddened beyond words at the loss of such a good and loyal friend. May his memory be a blessing for his family, for his publishing house and most importantly, for all of Israel.

Reprinted from the Parshat Balak 5777 email of Shabbat Shalom from Cyberspace.

Historic Shul in Alexandria Egypt Being Restored by Egypt’s Ministry of Antiquities
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Egypt’s Ministry of Antiquities has announced it will be spending 40 million Egyptian lira ($2.2 million) for what it calls a “comprehensive restoration” of the Eliyahu HaNavi Shul in Alexandria; also known in Egypt as the Jewish Temple in Alexandria. The structure was closed a number of months ago following a partial ceiling collapse.


The Egyptian media adds that while the law compels the local Jewish community to incur the expense of the restoration, the Ministry has announced it will undertake the project as well as the funding, and work is expected to being in the immediate future after the Ministry’s board gives it final approval.


The 160-year-old shul has 700 seats and remains one of the largest shuls in the Mideast. It is the last remaining shul in Alexandria, and it once proudly served the local community which numbered 50,000 Jews.

Reprinted from the July 9, 2017 website of Yeshiva World News

Rabbi Berel Wein’s On Parshas Pinchas 5777
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There is zealotry that stems from hatred and jealousy. Though the motives are evil, this type of person is always able to cloak himself in a mantle of piety and public service. Unfortunately, this type of zealotry abounds in our religious world. Innocent people are pilloried, their words are distorted and they are slandered falsely and shamelessly, all in the name of higher religious causes.

 

There are many instances and examples of this type of behavior that make the news and are circulated instantaneously throughout the world. Apparently the zealots are unaware of the damage that they cause to Torah, the Jewish people as a whole, and sadly enough to themselves.

 

Zealotry that emanates from personal and political motives always proves itself to be harmful, counterproductive, divisive and in the long run, usually unsuccessful. On the other hand there is a type of zealotry that is born of pure motives, of love for the Jewish people and its survival and is not personal in nature. It is not encrusted with jealousy or is it politically motivated.  This zealotry reflects the pain and suffering of the Jewish people and attempts to right a wrong and correct a grievous error that can endanger Jewish survival itself.

 

This latter type of zealotry is exemplified by the actions of Pinchas in the narrative of the Torah reading of this week. This example of pure, justified zealotry is a rare instance of Jewish history. The rabbis of the Talmud could find no other instance where violent zealotry was justified and condoned.  Pinchas was a one-off situation.

 

To emphasize this idea that Pinchas was no ordinary zealot motivated by base instincts and erroneous ideas and conclusions, the Torah recorded for us his genealogy. He is the son of Elazar, the grandson of Aharon, the High Priest of Israel, people who loved peace and pursued it and whose love for the Jewish people knew no limits.

 

Pinchas was a true heir to this holy family tradition. His zealotry arose from love and not from hate, from nobility of character and not from base personal character traits. It is difficult, if not even impossible, for outside observers to determine the motives that drive the actions, speech and behavior of the zealots of our time. These are hidden things that only Heaven can fathom.

 

We would do well to recognize that until now there has been only one Pinchas in the story of the Jewish people. Though we are usually bidden to give to others the benefit of the doubt, I do not feel that it is realistic in the case of zealots and zealotry. It is pure arrogance for anyone in our generations to somehow claim the mantle of Pinchas for themselves. Caution, wisdom, foresight and patience should be the character traits taught to our children and students. These are the traits that will guarantee spiritual growth and Jewish survival. Only the zealot feels comfortable in his zealotry. But in reality he is the victim of his own wrongful behavior.

Appreciating Other

People's Needs
By Rabbi Eli Mansour
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In Parashat Pinhas, G-d informs Moshe that he would soon pass on, due to his sin at the incident of Meh Meriba.  Moshe then requested that a suitable successor be appointed, so that Beneh Yisrael would enter the land under the guidance of a capable leader.  

G-d responded by instructing Moshe to appoint Yehoshua for this role, and He described Yehoshua as “Ish Asher Ru’ah Bo”– literally, “a man who has spirit within him” (27:18).  This description refers to Yehoshua’s quality of understanding the individual needs of each and every person, the ability to relate to different people and their specific needs.


Different approaches have been taken to explain why G-d punished Moshe so severely for the sin of Meh Meriba.  According to the Rambam, Moshe sinned by expressing anger.  For a person of Moshe’s stature, speaking angrily to the people was indeed a grave sin, and for this he was punished so severely and was denied the right to enter Eretz Yisrael.


There is, however, an additional explanation. Ever since his appointment as leader of Beneh Yisrael, Moshe stood up for the people.  When G-d sent Moshe to Pharaoh to demand Beneh Yisrael’s freedom, and the meeting resulted in further intensified persecution, Moshe turned to G-d and demanded, “Why have You done evil to this nation!” (Shemot 5:22).


The heavenly angels questioned how G-d could tolerate such a brazen complaint, but G-d explained that He looks kindly upon Moshe for expressing his anguish and pleading the people’s case. Likewise, after the sin of the golden calf, when G-d announced His plans to annihilate Beneh Yisrael and create a new nation from Moshe, Moshe interceded on the people’s behalf and refused to abandon them.  Even though they had just worshipped a graven image, Moshe pleaded their case before G-d and stood firmly on their side. This pattern repeated itself on numerous occasions throughout Moshe’s tenure as leader.


At Meh Meriba, however, which occurred at the end of the 40-year period of desert travel, Moshe did not stand with the people.  They made a reasonable request, demanding water, without which they could not survive, but Moshe reacted with anger.  It seems that Moshe, who constantly continued throughout his life to grow and advance in his devotion to G-d and stature of sanctity, reached the point where he could no longer relate to the needs of ordinary human beings.


In a certain sense, his failure at Meh Meriba was actually a tribute to his level of greatness.  He became almost like an angel, removed from the needs and concerns of normal people.  But human beings cannot be led by an angel.  And thus once this happened, G-d informed him that he could no longer lead.  A leader must be somebody “Asher Ru’ah Bo,” who can genuinely identify and empathize with the individual needs and concerns of each and every person, regardless of his stature or standing. When Moshe raised himself to the level where this was no longer possible, he was replaced by Yehoshua.


This insight conveys a valuable lesson that is relevant to all people, and not just to leaders.  We must be attentive and sensitive to other people’s needs, even if they are different than our own needs. People are different and need different things.  Kindness does not mean doing for others only what we would want done in their situation; rather, it means trying to identify what their personal needs are, and meeting them.


The Rebbe of Sanz was known for his extraordinary kindness, and for giving charity to anybody who came to him in need. Once, his wife approached him and said that at the butcher shop she saw a woman to whom he gives charity, and that woman was purchasing duck – a very expensive delicacy. His wife was outraged that a woman who supports herself by asking for charity would be treating herself to such luxuries.


The Rebbe, however, responded, “Thank you for telling me.  Now I realize that she needs duck.” They may have viewed duck as a luxury, but apparently this woman saw it as a need.  People are different, and they have different needs. What one person finds unnecessary is a necessity for somebody else.

 


This is the message of “Ish Asher Ru’ah Bo”– being able to relate to and empathize with the needs and concerns of the people around us, even if those needs are concerns are much different than ours.
Reprinted from the Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn website.

Living with The Times

The Legacy of Pinchas to Every Jew in Every Day
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Adapted from the works of

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, zt”l

the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

Moses, Aaron and the Elders stood weeping with despair, not knowing what to do. Zimri, a prince of the tribe of Shimon, had openly brought Kozbi, a Midianite woman, into his tent. Since the Giving of the Torah, the Jewish people had been forbidden to marry or have relations with Midianites. Witnessing this scene, together with the Jewish leaders stood Pinchas, one of Aaron's grandsons.


Pinchas saw that the leaders were silent, yet he did not hesitate. Courageously he reminded Moses of the law which the latter seemed to have forgotten--that under these circumstances, one who is "jealous" of G-d's honor may execute the offender.


Moses replied, "You are the one who has remembered and reminded us of the law. You be the one to carry out the verdict." Pinchas entered Zimri's tent and slew him together with Kozbi. Pinchas had stemmed the tide of immorality and idol-worship, which had become rampant in the Jewish camp. As a result, Pinchas earned a great spiritual reward for averting G-d's anger against His people.


Pinchas was not only junior to the leaders in age but also in Torah learning. Yet, when Torah-law demanded action, Pinchas did not indulge in rationalization; he did not say "there must be a good reason why Moses, Aaron and the Elders--who surely know Torah better than I--are silent." 


No! Respectfully, yet boldly, Pinchas spoke up. Then, he took decisive action with great self-sacrifice--and saved Israel. G-d had caused Moses to forget the law, providing Pinchas with the opportunity to act, and earn G-d's reward of the priesthood.


To know is to do: If one becomes aware of a teaching that he can implement, of a mitzva he can do, let him do so. If one witnesses an action that needs to be corrected, let him speak up, let him act. If he sees that the accepted leaders are silent and inactive, let him realize that this may have happened in order that he should earn a special Divine reward. 

For in the Alm-ghty's plan for the universe, each individual has certain mitzvot and opportunities for Jewish action that are destined to be presented to him--and to no one else--for fulfillment. If, therefore, one notices that no one is taking action in a situation that he has come across, this may be because it is his mitzva, for him alone to fulfill.

Reprinted from the Parshat Pinchas 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly. From A Thought for the Week-Detroit. Adapted from the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.
Rav Avigdor Miller on Choosing the Right

Scientists to Listen To
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QUESTION: How do I respond to someone who shows me this article about evolution in the Jewish Action and tells me that evolution is true, but it was caused by Hashem?


ANSWER: -The answer is, "Bereishis barah Elokim." And it says there what He did on the first day, and on the second day, the third day, the fourth day, the fifth day, the sixth day and Shabbos was the seventh day. The seventh day, not the seventh period of a billion years. Shabbos was the seventh day. A one-day Shabbos. And if it's a one-day Shabbos, then the sixth day was also one day. And the fifth day, one day, and the fourth day, one day. That's how all of our kadmonim have learned pshat. And anybody who comes along and says differently is influenced by the resha'im (wicked people).


Let me explain something to you. Today there is no excuse at all to be influenced by the resha'im. There is a movement of scientists towards a belief in the creation of the world as we believe it. Many scientists - they are Christians but many of them are outstanding scientists - have written many works, books and research papers and scholarly articles, showing that the world is young. It's a young world. There are now many independent ways of showing that. They can show it from the Niagara Falls, according to the breaking down, the erosion, of the rocks over which the falls descend. At that rate, it shows that it is something that happened within thousands of years. It has only been a few thousand years.


In his two great works, Worlds in Collision and Ages and Chaos, Velikovsky has shown that a very great destruction took place recently in this world. That's why in some places they find whales on top of mountains. Whales on top of mountains?! Yes, because there were oceans there. A great flood changes things. Even smaller floods make great changes. The Mabul could change things in quick ways. Changes that others try to explain with millions and billions of years.


Now, why do they try to explain it with millions of years? Not because they have evidence. They have no clear evidence that it was millions of years. They have absolutely no evidence that it was millions of years. It's only because evolution cannot happen without those years. Even the meshuganeh, crazy idea that from one cell a whole organism developed, couldn't happen in those years. It's as stupid as possible. It's like saying that from a fountain pen, a typewriter will develop. Or a computer. They create millions of years because it would take gradual changes to accumulate - many miraculous changes - in order for an organism to develop. But even that is as silly as can be.


But today there are scientists who show that the world is a young world. So why do you have to be more pious than these gentiles? There are plenty of gentile scientists who say that the world is young and that the world was created in six days. They say that we don't have to look for anything more than six days. And anybody who yields to the outside environment is only being influenced by his assimilation into the outside world. It's the assimilation of your mind into the foolishness and lies of the outside world. 


We shouldn't yield to the environment. We have plenty of good reasons not to. First of all, and most important, the Torah tells us the truth. All the Gedolei Yisroel of all the generations never countenanced such a thing like it says in that article. That the Nachmanidies - the Ramban - wouldn't mind saying that Adam and apes came from the same source?! That's such a shtus. An apikorsis. A terrible chillul Hashem what the Jewish Action did!


And it's not only our Torah, our mesorah. But we have scientists - people who have credentials - writers, researchers. And a whole army of them. And they say that there is absolutely no evidence at all for evolution. So, besides our Torah ha'shleimah - and the Torah speaks openly about it. But the facts of science speak to us too. So why listen to the falsified science of those who want to reject the truth? Listen to the true science of the others. And those who listen to the falsified science are just weaklings who are buckling and yielding to the wicked environment. (TAPE #E-238) Reprinted from torasavigdor@gmail.com
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